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I . THE RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN 




GUDERIAN: Everything went well at the start. After the fall of SMOLENSK 
our high command Was fuced with the same choice of decisions as 
NAPOLEON in 1812: Should I first go to MOSCOW or should I first con- 
quer the UKRAINE and occupy Russia's national granary 

or ohould I go to conquer LENINGRAD in order to get the H-itic Sea 
founder my control. This problea had been considered earlier , because 
everyone know th*-t ouch o decision would have to be made sometime. 
Even before this campaign the FUEHRER bad decided to tyke LENINGRAD 
first, in order to have the entire 3altie Sea under his control, and 
thus establish a c^val base supporting the German left flank. , At 
the time ubon aur troopo stood at the gates of LENINGRAD, and when 
the drive wao held up at KIEV, on our right flank, he suddenly chang- 
ed hio mind. Ho abandoned the idea to take LENINGRAD first— an 
attempt which could h^v* auccoedod. Nor did he attempt to take 
MOSCOW aa NAPOLEON hjd done— in epite of our firm conviction that 
LlCSCOw could be taken. In fact, I had already given orders for an 
attack on MOSCOW for 15 Aug with my PANDER Army. Instead he decided, 
after weeks of thought, to conquer the UKR..INE first. Thus, on 25 
Aug, I had to hoad back in o southwootorly direction toward KIEV, 
instead of being allowed to start my drive toward IXSCO'. Well, at 
least the capture of KIEV resulted in the isolation and surrender 
of an army group. Dut it set us back A weeks in our advance toward 
mOSCCW. It got uo into me muddy sonoon, whore the mud mndo traffic 
on ordinary roado impossible, and retarded it very much ev*n on hard- 
eurfaeed roads. It woe winter before it got too cold* You mustn't 
underestimate MOSCOW'S importance. MGSCC . is not only the capital 
of Ruesl.., but considering the conditions of 1941, it was the hub of 
Russia's communication oyster.. All the connections bo tween North and 
South which were still uaable, all double-track railroad line, all 
the main telegraph and telephone linos, all canalo md ruvignble 
rivers,. . .every thing passed through MOSCOW. Whoever controlled 
tiOSCO# also controlled the political affaire, a powerful armament * 
industry, and a traffic and cocDunic.* tions center of that nation, and 
could split Russia into two parto. I personally presented this ease 
to tho JUEHRER on the night of 25 Aug 1941. Thon he uoo still un- 
decidod. Later tho order wuo tfivon to take tho UKRAINE. I was called 
to him to present ay plan f * the attack on MOSCOW onco ag*in. And 
onco again I tried to change his mind. At that time ho still could 
control hiooolf ouffieiontly to lioton to do and let no finish vay 
story. Once ccoro X pictured the vital importance of IJCSCO.' to uo and 
explained to hio, that if we could capture MOSCOW in the oar ly fall 
toward the end of September, we could eut Russia in two parto. And 
then so could otill doc Ido ehether to occupy the Southern or the 
Jlerthorn half first. That woo the purely military anglo of the 
affair. Now let uo consider the politleol angle, which woo equally 
important. It oao bollovod that tho STALIN regiujo would brook down 
politically. But in order to bring thio regiiao to a collapoo it warn 
necoooary to occupy LDSCOU. Vo ohould bovo purouod a policy of con- 
vincing tho Puoolon pooplo that they would got a bettor dool if they 
cooperated e/tth us, We should not hove an id, ao we dids "Wo ohmll 
cut Ruaoia iiito oc\all piocoo. Wo aha 11 dlvido it .md bqIiq o German 
colony out of it." Thus tho’ Ruooiono, ovon thooo who wero agoinet 
STALIN, tho Uhito nuooioan, aaidi "No, wo won't havo that." This 
•so our groat politico! orror. Tho docioion to toko tho UKRAINE 
first, which resulted in the unouccoaoful wintor coapoign agoinet 
h05C0W t and tho miffguidod policy toward tho Ruooian people — thooe 
two wero the roaoono why oo did not find tho neceosory support among 
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the po 9 uUtlOB ? tor tit tlliUry strength to finish this cwptifn 
on quickly ns possible, And this was so ensentiol, because there 
still ms u undefeated taengr la the Vest, On top of every thing, 
Japan sad Aaarloa case to grips* end we thought no night have to 
enter that eosfliet too, 0© we issued a new declaration of war* 
which edded Anerica to the side of our eneaioa. I don't know the 
reason* for this last decision. But Z see et the front, commanding 
aqg snip* end thus couldn't fnclliartae specif with every deteli. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

(Be i Why KIEV eao toton firot and not UQSCQW) 

WDt X confocycd uith tho FDgHEER tolee about this question; once on 3 Aug 
&Bd once on 2} Aug, At that time the general staff , too, see in 
favor of attacking fc&SCOtf firot. 

OSTBs When the PAB2SR Aruy ODDER LAN finally. did attack, oo hod a teaper- 

sture of 33 deg (6) below and on icy wind At that tine the 

only nay to oaplay ornored divioiono oao to pither the tenko of a. 
tmnber of different divisions, that chose boo fow tanka we had 
left. There see no tine for repairs, nor .did ve have the necessary 
equip— at sad spare parts, .y cun division, which X had led up to 
that campaign* was reduced to 12 tanks at i.GSCOtf. 

IVTEBBO&ATXUG QPTICEBs How high do you ootloato the casualties at that tine? 

0001 During the winter campaign of 1941 thoy wore not too high. Oir 
principal losses sere cauood through the cold, nut to be honest, 
our eeeunlties weren't sboort^ally high until ca eaes to STALXBORAD, 
Those were our first cetaotrophic loaaoo, Thon wo had these 
terrific envelopments. Wo had some 300,000 casualties there, Fron 
then on* with these continued envelopments of large units, we suff- 
ered our first irreplacablo losses. That ee also where the Oeruan 
soldier's aorele started its downward elide. There he loot his 
sense of invincibility. Our men took part in practically every, 
attack* without eoaplalnt, 3ut in this final campaign ve no longer 
could attack. Non# of our attacks succeeded. And before that, not 
oven our soot difficult attacks failed. 

♦ ♦ ♦ — ■* 

(Bei Count VO* SCmiSHSm) 

0001 Be wee a native, of hOSCOtf, went to eohool there, end was a aid to 0 # 
enoeedinfly well. acquainted with the country, Fr cd a Dilitary point 
•f .slow* he was she ef the bast authorities on Russian taotico, and 
in addition te that he had very good connections in Russian military 
circles. I knew that for a certainty. Be operated just lik^ a 
Russian. the Russians were wort open and sore friendly toward h\n 
than they were toward. nest • .arelgnere. Thus w« always were well 
informed. Bo body can soy that his reports vero incorrect, but ho 
\ one would believe then, 

‘ J 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

ODDi Xf fewer of our outstanding strategists had been diwaiseed in 1943 
and at the end of 1941, we would have fought an entirely different 
war, I myself, was relieved of my command on the bonis of * false 
report which a senior genorel had Dado about so. In Jan 1942, after 
returning froe Russia, 1 demanded on invest igotion by a military 
court. It was ey intention to have the facte straightened out. idy 
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request was not granted. In the em of another general, an in- 
vestigation was alao refused. One general filed a suit, which, how- 
ever, *ae not carried through. In the following eprlng a law was 
passed which suspended the regalar courts. Thus the dicta tor ehip 
mm firmly entrenched in the eray* Froa then on It was impose - 

lhle to file a suit, or to daaana a trial. Later, when the law vac 
late naif led , it even hecaiie impossible to resign. Hy predeceoaor an 
Chief of the General S*sff handed in hie reoignation five times, but 
It wee never accepted. When I o~o assigned to the Goaoral Staff 
without being consulted about the assigw&ont, I was received with 
these word a 1 "I do not want you to st~rt out by tendering your res- 
ignation. It wouldn't be granted anyway. It io up to me (HITLER) 
whether you otay U h your office or not— your oxcheo are of no con- 
sequence. I alone aa reap* sible for what happens— not you!" 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 



II. Tffi INVASION 

XOi There ia a sharp difference between the ten): battles on the Eastern 
front, and those of the Jesters front. Those in the EAST were al- 
oayo on a larger scale. 

GOT: that la just what to oantod. Wo canted to eparo our tanks, ia 

order to he able to engage the Americans and the English in a real 
fight where we could put our experionceo of the Eastern front to 
good use. X was of a different opinion than R0»J4EL. I expected your 
laodl&g to be successful. The Anglo-Saxon world had prepared itself 
for a landing— and we could not stop the guns' of the Anglo-Afierlcsn 
fleet and ita air cower with merely a few mine*. The troops would 
simply walk ashore. There w as our one chance to engage the Allies in 
a real tank battle, while PATTON was still asset b ling his units. 

It would have been a boon to ay old days , if I hsd another chance 
to fight with th e div isions I hsd trained ay self. But fate wouldn't 
have it so. . • . .BOMCL’e armored divisions were largely dispersed, and 
under constant AT lira. 

XOs But it was almost 3 months after the invasion before PATTON broke 
through at AVJUBCUis. 

QJBTNt That sad* cur detail* a care* one yet. 

XOt Be feread you into a very st all pocket. 

OBTBs That la the reason why Z was relieved. After CUMCUM was taken, 

tveryeae realised, Including BAMflULL B9N0BTBDT that the CAltf bridge 
head would have to be vacated. X proponed that ia order to nave the 
armored divisions, so that I could 1st thorn gst sons rest and then 
eosBlt then on the left flank. Every would-ha of finer realised that 
the Americans would coco doom froa CfflTODUao to break through our 
7th Any positions. X bid tbs divisions (to stop them) but was not 
permitted to employ them ia this aaaaar. 

XOi It was tea lain, even then. Be already had CUBB0U9A. 

GSTttt There was slim chance of sue ft so. But mat chances weald hav* been 

aush hotter at AV&cKIB. At that time you could have been defected. 

XOi I still ? Member that there were snored divisions opposing us. And 
we el ways wondered dt«r they would be eoaaltted. 

- h 
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GETRi 1 ean toll you uxactly, which divisions 1 had in store for you* Itoe 
17 86 Division and tho divb on "DAS REICH," -i first rate outfit, 
wart reserved for tho Americana. Then v/e h*\d crved for you tho 
"IXIdSTAJUWRTT' and ‘'HITiERJUQEND" divisions *i*d largo components 
of the 21 Armored and the 5 Armored. ThLt won ouitc a far cry fro* 
the everetraiaod 17 Divioion. Thoy wore a brave now unit , r.oro or 
lata the only once in the 7 A rcy oector who fought brilliantly , 
Besides that there wore o too oodluo-olscd aroorod unito which did , 
not b- long to tho 7 Aray Doctor, 



HAUSNRs there wee aloo tho LEHR divioion. It boo further back, on tho 
right flank. 



QCHi According to tho original plan, tho (PaIZER) LEHR division oao not 
to ho committed, But I could not withdraw it froo tho vicinity of 
BA1E0Z except by vacating tho CAEN bridgehead. That bridgehead was 
no longer of any uae to uo anyooy. The time for throwing the Brit* 
Uh fro* the bridgehead back into tho eaa had long panned. It was 
only a natter of holding a few plain fields,... Unfortunately I 
wan not to hove tho ploaouro of crossing ooordo with Ooneral PATTON. 

X really would havo enjoyod that. It aao beyond me, why we could 
not have eoamltted a PANZER a nay In this decisive battle against 
your forces. Then at least we would havo fought on an even basis. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

GETS i The situation at CAEN was as follovet On the no ruing after the 

attack there were but 500 wen left with the surviving eomnander of 
the division which had been hit on the coast I That is what I found 
whoa X took over two days 1 ter, having missed the beginning. The 
remainder of the division hau been destroyed by the allied warships 
of which you know sore than I do. Kit I knov; how effective they are I 
And then no one wanted to beliovo uo when we told thoa how far in- 
land the guns of these worships could fire. They juot wouldn't be- 
lieve our reports. There X had hot one reply* Gentlemen, Juot 
stand there for e while and you’ll find out how far they ean fire. " 

OODt In eur reports ts headquarters these sad aiay other descriptions core 
simply set believed. That m* our hard luolu Our misfortune in 
this war, one ef nary, was that the majority of our leading person- 
alities sever had any front line seamaids during the war, When it 
was reported# for example,* that the British fleet was outside CAEN, 
that they ffuld /ire m far as JP km lalasd# end that therefore it 
would be leemseieie to* leave eur armored divisons within tho range of 
their artillery— someone weald simply maintain that they couldn't 
fire that far. And they would elals next, that just theoe lest 3 
or. 5 km would aake all the difference. The people who undo these 
statements sever took em attire pert in the war theheelveo. They got 
all their experience et sessions around conference tabled. 



♦ ♦ ❖ 

IOi Oe eould ant understand why tho iitoooioa IQ the South of Pranee 
succeeded so coolly. You ouot havo boon proparod. Aftor all, you 
had daily roc earn* loaonco oiosiono ovor Corsica, North Africa, end 
Italy. You oust have ouojw>ct©d coaotbing. And you duo t have seen 
our boats which troro on reeonnaiooanco patrol along the coast. 
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GUDi The reason for this lit* in our peculiar evaluatioh cf defensive * 
strength, which in indicative of our strategy during the last year 
of this war. It was purely a strategy of lines ( LINEAR -STR A TEG IE ). 
Our aystoo of f or till cat ions was arranged along a nunbor of llnee. 
first the VESTvVALL, which was only one line for all procticall pur- 
poses. The lino behind it hod not been completed. Then the ATLANTIC 
WAUL was built, again nothing but one line. And thie v/as the line in 
which all available divisions wore c ©emitted. When it was suggested 
to assesbls our armored divisions behind it, as a mobile reserve 
which could bt used to oppose an attack, regardless of whsrs it Bay 
cobs from, «e wore toldi 'No, they would be too late, everything will 
have to be thrown into tho front lino." ROIWEL was tho main propon- 
ent of this etratogy, 

10s How is it, that ROfcJMEL favored ouch o theory? He should have learned 
his lesson In North Africa. 

GUDi ROttm was the principal proponent of this theory in France. Later 
. on KLUGE followed suit. And it us e im possible for ne to do anything 
against it. A fortreoo such as ANTWERP, for exonple, was not util- 
ised. It had neither ammunition or armament worth mentioning. Thai 
was the worst blunder wo could possibly have made. And wo did not 
fortify PARIS! Nor did wo repair the fortresses VERDUN, EPLNAL, 
HEIXQRT, UST4, or STRAPS BIRO so that they could be used, '-'e simply 
had two lines t the ATLANTlKtfALI^- which was expected to fail like any 
other Installation of Ito kina whorevor tho enemy would attack* and 
then the WEST'* ALL— another line which was expected to succut.b obor- 
; ever tho onaoy would concentrate oil his offorto. 

Bs ROlOfft and I wore at oddo about this for r any months. Then General 
GUDERIAN himself caoo to franco in order to back me up. 3ut un- 
. fortunately it too impooolblo to achieve anything. 

GUDi I was sent to R0.1&L for that particular purpooe. but HITLER told 
bsi "I can't tell the Fioldsarshal in co«o .nd how to run his bus- 
lnsas." 

Hi Vs knew exactly, ovon before the invasion started, that the ratio 
of allied eri orod roc a cure (PANuERSPAEK.»AOEN) to ours wao 15 to 1, 
tanks, 10 to 1* and plarao, JO or 50 to 1. And In view of thin sit- 
uation our only hopo for victory lay with nobile warfare* 

OETR: DCU4EL woo o fairly good tactician, but ho didn't have tho faintest 
c * Ides 'about strategy. 

GUDi RCKMEL was excellent as high up ao a corpo cou.mandor, He was a first 
rate divisioosl coaaander, because ho wao courogoous, wont to the 
front, an4 participated in everything. Jut lator, when he commanded 
an tMQf, using the oast technique, he lacked the vision which in 
essential for such a tssk. You know, it tokos tino to learn to lead 
large and fsst armored units. And nCritEL woo not a tank oxpert. 

After all, you can't suddenly rcplsce years of schooling by intuition. 
ROLUEL loot go do of hlo nervo la Africa. 

IOi What do you thinlt of our Gonurnl PAT? ON? 

GUDi General PATTON did whot we oould have likod to havo done ond what we 
used to do. He too v c ry foot, which could already be ooen in JOR- 
UANDT. I was with tho FUEHRER when PATTON'e drive startod. Ho eddi 
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“That io nothing but the shane less daring or a few tanks* Our Gen- 
erals never could have done thatl" I told hir that our breaking 
through the Fronch Maginot line toward the Atlantic coastline had 
proceeded 1a the ease Danner * Our breakthrough to the Swiss border , 
our closing of the Russian pocket, both wore baaed on the sane prin- 
ciple* A tank corn coder who doesn't lead recklessly can never be 
successful* Fate gives hie just a few minutes or a few hours in 
which to do hie stuff. 



GUDt The coordination of your air force with your arcored force in the 
Lorraine campaign was co outstanding, ttet I immediately included 
these American tactics intc '.e curriculum of our art ore d forces' 
school at UERGEH. 

OEIRi Even earlier than that, in NOrtttAftlft, we could dir.tinctly recognize 
the Amor icon spoarheads by tho planes which circled over then con- 
tinually In order to clear the way — and -thieh gave us no end of 
trouble* Did you know that the Tl. tS (London Titoo ) gave us the 
clue os to the length of time for which Aueric.m armored divisons 
would not be liable tc attack! I saw the article myself where the 
censor Biased it, and I also showed it to iJb^SCHiilL HUNDSTEDT. 1 
knew tho TIiES very well, and therefore read it very thoroughly. If 
you know the British we^l, you'll know that not c.no of then reads 
the first or socoud page of a paper--inc luding their cenGcrs. They 
begin with the middle. Since I sun vctv :iuch interested in English 

reeding matter I d^Gcov'.'red on the eecend page — among 

. notices of the pork market ar.d agricultural news--a short report of 
s seating between representatives of American arcored units, the War 
Office, and landholders, dealing with negotiations for maneuver • 
sfeas for American armored divisions. Speeches were made, warning 
the landowners that thoy would have to expect quite a lot of damage, 
since tho maneuvers were to be primarily night operations, All thi6 
was printed in the THiES, ns well as the fact that the divisions 
would not arrive before 15 Feb, if I remeober the date correctly, 

\ff# could deduce from that, how long it oould talco you to got ready 
for an invasion. 

Bt Right after the invasion started, and t/bon the RJEH&ER complained 
because wo hadn't puohad tho African# into the oea, I explained to 
bia that I couldn't make up vith iay armored contigents alone for the 
. failure of the Bavy and the Air Force- . . 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 



III. msCEULAKY 

OEYR: I was deeply grieved when 1 heard that ALSACE was definitely to be- 
coso Fronch, ALSaCE is German eoll~- LORRAINE io French. I was 
hoping thot there was tho possibility of a coopromioe uoing, tho U.O.A 
as on interoediary , and that the dooieion night be postponed for the 
tiso being* Aftor all, no true Gorman eon ever forget ALSACE, 

Twice, Gertiony treatod the Alsatians ookwardly . The firot tiire aftoi 
1870 ond again this tire. The point at present io not to incorpor- 
ate ALSACE into Gcruflny. It ta>uld bo a bettor policy, if the Al- 
catiQno would have a neutral administration liko that of the United 
States for a fow years, and wurc then given the chanco to hold a 
plebiscite Therefore it vac considered good news, that the 

0* 
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~ SMS territory «•• to b« «tlr Arwrie** jurtatfir tita. Sc 

«oo to ccUcocS oboot thvov q» *t;«a*. «:t • » a Uw tsnti*!.. tb. 
idoo of c "Scloaco of Sowar*' U of prto* iefott.nc# t- tv Ea*l**a- 
h», Iboro woo • tutor itnuto botooon EifR •» i«d Sa QU SCATS** 
acbool* of Ua|kt tootnuf tbi* potet. StfUM uad<*r H*r i*o<***t 
loodoroMp it Mt i» tbo pooitio* to bo M lcportul toward rwropoaa 
probioa* m tbo QMtod Stoto* mW bo. Ooo mot loot M tkio 
roollotloolly, A (wmtbMf Ml (nr wtotiw cf Suropo'o orenoMe 
prntlia* to pooolbi* oolf r or tbo loadoriMp of tfeo Cute* Stotoo. 
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OWh Vi ui't u*4tr«t*fti tHt» Srt* our m « ire It «m iHfittV, Tho 
dur or «p oKroiloooV bWrtrtfMi tot 1ft JACWto t nmr g*t •*> 
moo fro* hui. Ky *aft> euldnH utter i v dt* tee* »ou!4 

. km boot ooot to fiACtUB* •* ki*v of ft ft* <t tk*M 4irty tffoiro 
vft tbo cooeoA troti on efto^ft. 

I(H Could* *t you go tbtro yeuftolf* 

0»Bi Vo, Uftt iMcooxftU* o o * #*I* iflJB MO roftpoooitXo t~r »U tbo 

otrooltloo* 



Wit 1 oo* oitb BtMMHf for mo yoor ** % oiUUry ittuftk, l only 
oUyo4 with bio out of o mom **f July* H# too oo pref oohiomI 
bfloflftt tbo boo* hit ftuoiooftOo tfo m 4 hi#i iv Cmd for ft obllo« 
o*4 tboo^t tbot tbo brutib toro just Uk«* too .*om 4 iodo« But 
tbo? oro fulto dlffK««t-|ov c%nH coeyirt tbo t/t notion*. ftnd 
**40* Ip bio ipkrtMt bo bolaov*4 tbot bo uodorotood tbo Saflwb 



♦ ♦ ♦ 

Mb I* tbo Sottoor of *b> tod tbo i*U of *bb oor yoaorol* oxplMood tr 
'0«r fbrolso BIMotor tbot * twfroot oor mU bo iopooMbl*. Tbo 
front is tbo hot ooold bo bold only If tbo bit imU bo yootftod. 
•o ooold boro to bo free oo one oido. I yrooontod tbooo idoas oat 
ooly to tbo fbrots* Mioiotor . but olo* to tbo SUM). It ooo io- 

. <-P — rtbi * .to «tt tboo to ooootdor tbooo yoooUoo* ooriowly. 

ft ♦ ft 

Mb Sorias tbo Soliob oocpolf*. tbo IVUSSS oo* wit* or, only JC ootoro 
b ib io d tbo froot lioo— bo ooo otill Mtb oo la franco— but oooor to 



I©* to' 00*14 otay arooad oo loot to ovcrytblas ooot wU« but no looser. 



OSSt Tbot ora act tbo r oooob bo loft boooooo bo bod to fly South. Ooly 
o ft* oootto mi bo ooo otill Mtb ooao dlMMeool boadooartort ooor 
tbo MB, So uoa act to bo bloaod Mo oilft tbo MIBB ooo oo twirl 
Sot tbo toolt ley Mtb Mo frloodo, «bo kept Mo aoro tad oor# la tbo 
dark. M tb oo t t bo a ool ooo baoMos oaytblaf about »-r faro. Too bad 
bo dldo't folio* ay odrloo to )ola bio ooo* Sowovir. bio booltb 
oooo 't op t* Hiidird aayooro. Thor* aotoolly war* iom ooo 1* Mo 
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circle, can of depress Headquarters such as J( DL, fElT iLW or J^Rt 
HAHN, who never case anywhsre r.ecr the front/ - 'O 

GEYRt At loast ESITwEEB coenaoded 0 Corps at one tine. 

Hr But ha never loft bio he -.aqua r tore to go forward. He never c »r.*e 
closer to the front than his corns headquarters. I remember him 
fra tho fronet^ campaign with the PANdEROnUPPE KLEIS7, where he wai 
,* vi *y superiorly Not once during the entire campaign did. he conet 
\'wg headquarters. 



OUDi I~never he<rd anyone present a viewpoint at the FUEHRER H^. which 
differed from that of the FVEiiREfl, 

: lOi That is not what GOKTUNG told us. He claimed that ho had numerous 
quarrels with HITLER about the employment of tho otr force*. 

000* Otat Is unquestionably true. They argued at every meeting. .. but 
‘'‘ those were onesided arguments. 

♦. v ’ . .-"-V*-; v..* * • 



SEVENTH AdLTi IWTEHROOA HON CENTER. 
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Haj, MI, . 
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